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. reſtrictions laid FRE the education of n 
lick of frelahd,” during the two laſt centuries, had 
been ptoduetis of 'vatlois tailchiefs, to the” religion, ©@— 
- morals, and Polfey, of che nation, Cutholle parents Wed 
puniſhed with impriſonment,” fine; und confifcation"of = 
goods, if they fent their children to the- continent for 
ducation; ut the fame time that'the penalties #rinexed 
to the commiſii6n of treaſon; were inflifed upon u Ca. 
hole teacher, ho inſtrücted any children, even his own, 
it dome; und fn the'preathble to this very cruel and im 2» 
politic law, the Catholics were taxed with being b 
vp in igtiorince; as if the Legiſlature” wiſhed to a. 
a and Inſult to the oppreſſion of che la. 
Under thefe reftriQions, the Catholics of Ireland had 
endeavoured, by lending their youth to'be- educated” . 
Catholic countries, to keep up the religion of the nari6h' 
and they ſo far ſucceeded, that notwitliſtan ning the * 
vetity of what are called, the popery 1 laws, agaltiſt' the £ 
Laity and Clergy of the Catholic e IF 
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dhe ſpace of two hundred yeats| paſt, five fixths of the - 
whole kingdom have continued firmly attached to their 
Faith: 'and the ſucceſſion of their paſtors i in ck Dioceſs 
and Pariſh; remains inbroken to this day. 
Tpbe hiſtory of the Church affords few, if any inftan- 
ces of ſuch * Natioual Longanimity in any other 8 of 
nn 
1 But even this precarious ot ſeanty i) derived 
| Vivin foreign parts, for the Catholics of Ireland ; was 
; aloft atinihilated by that moral earthquake; "which ſtiti 
makes ſo great a portion of this globe, the French Re- 
.-  volution, which fuppreſſed thei eir Colleges in Franer and 
> "Brabant, and confiſcated the 1 venues which had been 
accumulating i in the French f s, and arifing From 
_ © Janded property, bought with remittances made * 
Ireland, for the ſupport of the Iriſh College that ba 
1 been eſtabliſhed in France. eiae len FR 
. The defruQion of the greateſt part, of the, Irich Se. 
| , on the Continent, alarmed the Catholic Biſbops in '- 
7 b and they preſented a memorial to Lord Wet. 
wmorland, then Lerd Lieutenant of Ireland, praying to 
"8 | eee een educate the Iriſh Catholic Clergy at 
dome, They, at the ſame time, requeſied a Clergy- 
man of their ou communion, xeſident in London, *to 
_ £converſe_with the Britiſh Miniſtry upon the ſubject; 
and after a few converſations, Earl Fitzwilliam, who 1 was 
Wortly te aſſume the government of Ireland, was, in- 
ſtructed, to eſtabliſh, and endow, a College for the edu- 
cation of the Catholics of that country. The ſhort lay 
of that Nobleman did not permit bim to compleat a 
; plan which he had undertaken with, zeal and Fpirir} | but 
* was aalen up by his fucceſlar, Earl: Camden, the pre. 
5 | | ſent 
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aer ChjeE-GertiSnret:Treldad and csg into effect 1 
wich (© generoup, 4 liberal, and ſo cordial a protection, "i 2 
| as to endear him perſonally to the Catholics of Irtaidy: 
and tocimpreſs/them with ſa grateful and; ſo affeftiondte 
a loyalty to bis Majeſty s government, as time ean never” 
efface. For, not ſatisſed with obtaining ftom: Parlia- 
ment, the neceſſary grants, both for-the ſubſiſtages; and 
neceſſary hoildings, of the College; he went in perſah, 
- accompanied by the Lord Chancellor, and the three Chia 
Judges, beſides the uſugl attendants of his high office 
to lay tha ſirſt ane of the new building ef the Case, 
where he was recaxed: by the Preſident, Profeſlprs, a] 
Scholars i in their College dreſſes, by all the neighbouring 
Noblemen and Gentlemen; and by an immenſe con- 
courſe of people, who teſtiged the moſt unbounded * joy. 
and loyalty upon the occaſion. After the G 

of this ceremony, his Excellency commiſſioned the Pre- 
ſident of the- College, to conduct in his Excellency Ec 
carriages, ſuch of the Catholic Biſhops as attended to... 
dinner at the Caſtle ; where a ſplendid entertainment Was. 

| prepated, and as 3 Fol of further reſpect to the ceremony, 
be called v u} Pol che Catholic Archbiſhop of Armagh 8 : 
| fo TS "Tet "laſt circumftances cannot appear % 
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trivial for memory to zecord, when, it is conſidered th 
this was the firſt time, ſince the Reyolution, that a "Ta... 


tholic Biſhop was Permitted t to dine, or to. kit. in com, 
pany with any e of Trelanda | 1 
Tue additional bulldings fe carrying, o Page. — 
Thiy's To! onſift of a Chapel, ae <<arreſpgn r divg : 
TI Te, at the. two extremities, and. of fix a= | 
Halls for the differegt Claſſes, with | lodgings. for two 
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hundred tadeats over them: "The whole forming a mag- 
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: Res dee, hee 


. 420 et ab eh eib be vamihented | 
aud ready for the opening wf the elaſſes (upon e larger 
dee dee eee of October 1797. % . 
There are at preſent but fifty ſcholare upon the 
Knee who are educated free of ah; ans: 
_ whatever; Theiridreſs 4s 4 cap and looſe gon, ſurhias h 
are worn at our unlvefüities. Dung Rabe 530} n: 
The other ſtudents lodge in the village of ' Maynooth,” 
and ure admitted to the Claſſes gratis ſubject to dhe von- i 
IN of the 9 e 4 a ſort of 
| abljacent, as” is asl ic the rap, Wen . this 
|  couritry.” / Nn bin 8 gl! ion: i 
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Directories for 1795, and 1996, fur. 
rithed a brief a account of the Engliſh ( onvents,. whoſe ſe. 
members bave made their eſcape, or been permitted to 
retire” from the ſevere perſecution raiſed againſt ſuch 
eſtabliſhments throughout France and the Low Eountries, | 
it remains, for the completion of our defign. {that Ve, 
| ſhould, 3 in the preſent Directory, add ſuch particulars a 
we have been able to collect, either from original re- 

-gifters or other authentic documenta, concerning the | 


- three Engliſh communities, which, in conſequence of 
_—_ arrangement or peculiar circumſtances, which, ve 
are at * e to, fill continue | in, « thoſe 
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A grigio ef this. conyent is, 36, follows... Certain. = 


young, ladies of our nation having, been placed. by, their 


friends in the French Abbey, of the aforeſaid 227 
called Beaulieu du Sine, in the town ol Douay, near 


College of the Englich Secular Clergy there, wer, in- 


fpired by. God to renounce the. dangerous. vanities of the 
world, and to aſpire to the ſecurity. and. perfection of. a 
religious life. Theſe were ſix in number, for the moſt 


part of ancient families, one of whom was Mrs, Eliza. 


beth Dormet of Grove Park, and they we te confirmed 


in their pious deſigu by, Dame Lætitia Tredway, de. 
| ended. from Sit, Walter Trędway of Beaconsßeld, 
Bucks, and Elizabeth Wenman, [the danghter of Lord 

MWienwan, ho had been 3. prafeſſed nun in the.aforeſaid 
Abbey twenty years, as likewiſe by Dr. Kelliſon Preſs. 
dent, the Rey, Thomas Carr, Plocuratox, and the oiher 


Superiore of, the afgreſajd College, to wham this def 
bad been communicated, Theit voc ation was decidediy 
in favour. of the inſtitute which, they had / ſeen practiſed 
in the aforeſaid Abbey, and they. were-adviſed,” ihat it 


Was more ſot the honoor of God to begin a motiaſtery 


of their own nation, under the guidance of the aforeſaid 
IL. Tredway, than to incorporate themſelyes with 


eiue. lt Was 0 Hog 19 ths Jade hos = 
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1 Mr. Carr, through the intereſt of Dr, : 
Richard Smith,” Biſhiwp' or Chalcedon, with Cardinal 
Rithlies, that they obtained the necelfary powers fer 
begianing their eſtabliſhment.” They fit ſettled)” in the 
year1633, im the Fauxbourg St. Michael at Paris, ſind- 
ing this ſituation inconveritent, they ſoon after fwthoved 
into the Fauxbourg St Antoine, and Jaft of all they . 
purchaſed, in 1639, that which they continue to inhabit, 
in the Foſsè St. Victor, for the ſum of 18600 Aivres, 
though it has fince been confiderably enlarged and im- 
proved by the purchaſe of ſeveral ad joining houſes and 
gardens, Here they built their monaſtery; which was 
called Mount Sion, as likewiſe their church, which was 
1 in. honour of their hbly pattiarch St. Auguſ- 
. aforeſaid Biſhop of Chalcedon, whio- being 
by repeated ' proclamations for apyrehending 
5 to retire from England, reſided at Paris, in the 
interim governing the miſſion by means of bis Vican 
General and Chapter. The laſt thirteen years of his life 
he ſpent in a retired apartment belonging to the convent 
of the Foe, where he finiſhed his learned and pious 
works, particulatly his Golden Paſtoral, intitted' Monita 
gundam utilia pro Sdcerdotibus” Miſfonariis Anglia, which 
may be conſidered” as a' ſupplement to the Cure Phe | 
un of St. Gregory. Dying here in 1655, he left a 
ble legacy to bis beloved daughters of Mount, 
| ion, who, in-return, placed an honorable monument 
and epitaph, over his aſhes, before the kigh altar im their 
horch. Mr. Catr continued the Director of this: Con- 


eee years; bar anvoarietd in promoting 


on 2 nevents Ml ob. 5 
'S Aled Mina Lation to fuceed him, Wh& WH 
followed in 171 13 by the Rev. Laurence Ward alias Greet. 
Within our meniory this office was filled by the Reg 
Pau Winkinfon, who was fucceeded by the Rev. Richard = 
Hit: "which last gentleman ended "his life in conf _ 
quence of the rigors of his conſinement during the early 
part of the pteſent revolution. Lady Tredway, of whom 
| mention has been madt above; was the firſt Superior of 


tf Convent; which ſbe governed during the er 
forty years wih the rank and title of Abbeſs. At length, 


the being incapicitated, by age and infirmity, to govern _ 

: any longer, the general regulation of the French houſes , 
Was adopted here, in conſequence of which the Superior 
was to be choſen every” four years, with the liberty ho. 
ever of © continuing the former Superior in office, The 
perfon'who ſueceeded Lady Fredway was Dame Doros 

thy Molins of an ancient family in Oxfordſhire,'/ She 

was replaced by Dame Pulcheria Eyre of che family uf 

the Eyres of Haſſop in Derbyſhire. The fourth. Sups- 

rior was Dame Eugenia: Perkins of Uſton, Court near 

Bediag in Berkſhire. She made way for Dame Anne 
Tyldeſley, the daughter of Sir Thomas Tyldeſley. of - 
Morles in Lancaſhire, who, like a very - conſiderable 
number of other Catholic gentlemen, in thoſe, tines, 

| died i in the field of battle, fighting. for that very Princes 

namely Charles I. by whom. the death warrant. bad bern 
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iculars cor cerning the foindanin of che Bagh Re & 
ligious of the third 5 of St. Frangis. Tbey were 
_ originally eſtabliſhed at Bruſſels, where ra. Elizabeth 
 Greenbury was their firſt ſuperior; and where the hol 
and conſtant martyr of Chriſt, F. Arthur Bell, who fi ut. 
© fered death, at Ty burn for his prieſtly character in 1643, 
| was for a certain time, about the year 1630, their ſpiri- 
wal director. Tbe perſon however who had the prinei- 
pal ſhare in their foundation, we have intimated, was 
F. John Gennings, whoſe ſingular converſion, from Puri 
taniſm, in conſequence of the. martyrdom of his brother | 
Edward Gennings, a holy prieſt of Douay College, may 
pe ſeen in Memeits of Miſſionary Prieſts, vol. 1. 5. 279· 
F. John Gennings, as well as moſt of the other reſtoxers | 
of the Franciſcans, bad ſtudied and received orders in 
ce dd Bag Secular College of Dousy. From. Bruf- | 
eli they removed to a more commod ious habitation At 

. Nieuport,- where they | remained until 1636, (exrone- | 
-  vulſly printed, in the former Diretory, 1663) when the 
farm, from which they derived their chief ſupport, have 
sg deen plundered, in the war that then raged between 
dhe French avd the Spaniards, t became abſolutely ne- 
 Eeffary to break up their eſtabliſhment there; which con- 
fiſted of forty-eight profeſſed Religions, beſides other 
perſons. A fmall number of theſe being infirm and inca- 
Wo of performing the duties of their ſtation, were per- 
mitted to return to England, in order to be taken care of 
by their friends. A conſiderable proportion of the reſt | 
were ſent by the Reverend Mother Barbara Perkins to 
find a dwelling : at Bruges, where. they procured the houſe 
called Princenhoff, and the remainder of them, to the c 
Nene * nine, over whom. the Rer. Mother Angela | 
- | Me og 3 | 


"4 
- 


| ja ba e ho ch Cs elle Kalz U 
was appoltited Abveſs, were ſent'to look for a habitation + - 
| at Paris. Here this ſmall colony met wich many friends 
both of the Engliſh and the French nation. At firſt, 
for the ſpace of abdut to years, they were but indiffe. 
fently lodged in a bouſe "that had been 6ceupied: by's 
baker, in the Rue St, Jacque ; but baving found a more 
eligible fituation i in the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, they 755 
borrowed money to purchaſe the ſame, which they gra- 
dually repaid out of the fortimes of their novices. Here 
they built, in a {mail plantation adjoining to their con. 
| vent, -2 {mall chapel, which” they called Bethlehem, ad 
which has g given its name to tlie whole ebnvent. The 
Archbiſhop of Paris, Cardinal de Retz, greatly enebu- 
raged and affited this community, as did likewiſe his | 
ſucceſſor Hardouin, de Perefixe, but the latter refufing 1 3 
admit the. exemption which they © claimed from his' Jus 
riſdidtion, they were forced to renounce All fubordinz- 
tion to the order of the Franciſcans. In the year 1661 
the Engliſh, Provincial. of the. laid order, F. Angelus Ma- 
ſon, paſſing through Paris, f in his x way to Spain, where a 
General Chapter of the Order was then holding, enebu- 
raped theſe ladies in, a deſire of exchanging their pre- 
ſent rule for that 3 the Immaculate Concep tion of me $ s 
Bleſſed * ny bh bad been folemnly confirmed by 
Pope ae. and be drew up 4 Petitlon to: the Hol 
See to this effect in their behalf. This petition meeting 
Vith tuccefs from Alexander VIE" who then ghet the 
chalt of St. Peter, and"the'trcetfary Bull being Brasted 
for this purpose fe,” thels Religious put bn ite Habit as 
Wade the Vows of this rule on the ſellival-IHſelf ore 
bond TY 12 ce We of we afbreſiia” Yeat"166% /½)V“ſ 
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4 ; was. chiefly procured, by. means of the celebrated, F. 


0 a Roration of the Eoglith province by F. Gennings, © Th - The 
| firſt of the theee, colonies; which ilued hence, vs that | 
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* ThefrAbbeſ, » we a: fig * 8 Mother 
Angela Jerningham, who. continued i in office but A little 
- BHI; Wan. two years, when at her own. e he bs. 


Z 4 WI 5 


a to retire to na dog. which 1 new „ elegion bariog 


been held by Dr. Holden, in the name of the Archbiſhop, 
- Siſter Elizabeth Ann Tymperley was choſen Abbeſs, and 
Margaret Floyd Vicareſs, who had been . profeiled at 
Nieuport by the above mentioned glorious martyr F. 
Bell, her own father, who had entered into the holy _. 
der of St. Bruno aſſiſling at the ceremony. The third. 
ſuperior was Suſannah Hawkins. On one oecaſion this 
Community having been brought to the very "brink of 
. ruin, through inſolveney, was keſtored by the muni- 
ficent charity of a Clergyman and. Doftor of Sorbon of 
the name of Vivier. Of late years it has been amply 
_ ſupported by the ELLE, ſome of its on i 
Ea thoſe of the noble families of e 
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- The Mocher boa of Fl Fagti Poor Clares, we have 


did, in the Directory of laſt) year, was dhe monaſtery of 


Grayelines, founded in 1609. eight years before My re. 


of Aire in che province of Artois. This eſtab 


Transis of St. Claxe, alias Chriſtopher Davenport, who 
was: the fifth, ſon of Jobs eee, an alderman of 


, 


| of 1 - Coventry, 


Coventry,” and who had a brother, John Davenport at. 
noted Puritan preacher; who, out of hatred to the eſta- 


blimed church, left his native country, and emigrated 
10 Boſton in North: Ametica, ee at firſt a 
fiident at Merton College Oxford, where, by reading 
and conferring with a- learned Catholic prieſt,” who re- 
ſided in the neighbourhood, he was convinced of his ob- 
ligation of retutning to the boſom of the ancient church. 
Having'retired to Douay for the fake of purſuing his 
ſtudies, he ſoon after entered himſelf amongſt the Fran- 
eiſcan Friars; who had lately formed themſelves into a 
body and founded à convent in the ſaid town, though” 

he performed his noviceſſip, amongſt the Flemiſh Fran- 
ciſcans at Ipres. His learning and talents having ren- 
dered him celebrated, he was upon his return tothe Eng- 
lim miſſi on choſen to be one of the chaplains of Queen 
Henrietta Maria; in which ſituation he had frequent 
opportunities of converſing with his Majeſty King 
Charles I. and Arehbiſhep Laud, both of whom appeared : 
to be charmed with his converfation and the moderate | 
ſtyle in which he treated controverſy.” The former 
warmly eſpouſed the cauſe of his book intitted Deus Na- 
tura & Gratia, which had been denounced at Rome, as 
containing certain dangerous poſitions, and amongſt the 4 
_ accufations brought againſt the archbiſhop, when he wag 

tried for bis life, by the long parliament, one was 15 a | 
ledged intimacy with Father Davenport. | 
be foundation” of the content in queſtion abr ke 

dated from May 10, 1629, at which time Margaret of 
St. Paul, called in the world Margaret Radeliff, who hac 
been appointed Abbeſs of the fame, arrived at Aire to 


e * 10 ell of twentyefdur pern 


ſons, 3 
* Px 
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bons, e be had TTY in en tte * — 
98 own houſe not being quite ready for their recep- 
n, they were, in the mean time, lodged in the King's 


why as it is termed, in the ſaid town, by the command 

— the Infanta; Governeſs of the Lou Countries, of which 
dhe town of Aire then made part. The conyent being 
ready for incloſure, and the Nuns being aſſembled there, 


the aforeſaid Father Davenport, by a ſpecial order from 


the Commiſſary General of the Order, held a viſitation 


of the ſame, when a new election of ſuperiors and other 
perſons to fill the ſeveral conventual offices took place. 


On this occaſion! the Reverend Mother Margaret Rad- 
cliff was re- elected Abbeſs, her whole community then 


conſiſting of eighteen choir | nuns, two novices, and three 
lay ſiſters. In the firſt Provincial chapter of the Engliſh 
Friars, after their reſtoration, held} on the 'xoth of De- 
cember 1630 at Bruſſels, this eonvent of Aite Was in- 


corporated into the. ſaid: Engliſh province. e! dt Fey: 3 


- "Amongſt the diſtinguiſhed; ſpiritual directors of this 


| "houſe was F. Angelus Bix a noted preacher and the au- 


thor of ſeyeral publiſhed ſermons, Who reiired abroad. 


at the Revolution i in the laſt century, and about the eloſe 


of the ſame held the place in queſtion; / Of: a far diffe- 


. rent character was a ſucceſſor of his, within our own 


memory, whoſe apoſtacy however has not ſerved. more to 
ſcandalize Catholics, than his ſudden and awful viſita-- 
tion has to confirm them -in their religion ; a fate not 
unuſual to thoſe who purſue the ſame fatal meaſures. 
This ſequeſtered convent, like moſt of the above men- 


| : tioned, has experienced certain: viciſſitudes of proſperity 
& depreſſion. Of late years providence haxencreaſed-the 


N . : = s 
numbers of theſe edifying | has enabled them 
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church and -convent..'/Ar:all/ times however their pigty 
and other virtues have endeared them to the inhabitants 


of the little town in which they "dwell: a eircumſtande 
from which, a — ra K have derived | 


nme DO eee 
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- Theſe convents, 1 1 the e | 


Danzs of IrxEs, are the only remaining eſtabliſhments 


of this nature at preſent, in the countries-ſubject to the 


French. Of the laſt mentioned we have 8 ven an were 


the year before laſt. It was originally an Engliſh foun- 


dation, but theſe ladies having been induced to paſs over 
to Ireland, with a view of eſtabliſhing: themſelves the re, 
during the reign of King James II. (chiefly, as it is ſup- 
poſed, at the invitation of Sir Toby Butler, who had two 

daughtets of their number) they there formed ſuch co 
nekxions with the inhabitant of the ſaid kingdom, that, 


inc their return to Ipres, as they were forced to do, a. 
the bad ſucceſs of this prince's arms, they have continued 


to de chiefly ſupplied with members, who have been na- 
tives of the ſame, or who have deſcended from ſuch. 
The preſent Abbeſſes name we have mentioned: her pre- 


deceſſor was Dame Margaret Dalton, ſiſter to the mch 
lamented General of that name, who was ſlain before | 


- Diinkirk als late: begs wn the has ys the allied 1 
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* There e ons more. 1 courene of our 
nation throughout the whole extent of Europe, in addition 
to thoſe mentioned above, namely that of the Bxrcrr- 
INE Nunsof Sion- Hos at Liſbon in Portugal. This 


| community is diſtinguiſhed, by in e in an 


wh | B 2 x - unin- 


dy. # 


dne dc pen ade mach il improvements in their _ 
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: .** being ſoon after attainted, by which means it again 


eee ae pita inns founded. 
24x3 'by our victorious Henry V. at Sion · houſe near 


(Brentford in Middleſe x. (Inſtead. of giving our own 
hiſtory of i this eſtabliſhment, we will exhibit, ihat of a 
Learned proteſtant, namely Stephens in hinCandnzation sf - 
Dugdale“ s Monaflicor.. See Vol. a. p. 234 here was 
2 only one monaſtery of this (the Brigittine) order in 
England, not far from the monaſtery of the Carihu- 
-* Gans on the oppoſite: bank of the river of Thames, and 
. je was called Syon. The holy inhabitants of which 
855 monaſtery fly ing out of England, are now” ſettled at 
* Liſbon in Portugal. This was one of the firſt that 
wo '« were diſſolved. by Henry VIII. upon ſeveral frivolous 
64 pretences, not worth the taking notice of, as being 
. 4p i. contradidtory to themſelves in part, and-others mere 

- forgeries, extorted from ſome mean wretehes by threats 
-4 and rewards, King Edward VI, in the firſt year of | 
de his reign, granted this houſe and the fite.therrof.c0 
164 Edward Duke of Somerſet, who did not long enjoy it, 


devxolred to the crown, and was by the ſame King 
_ **, given to John Duke of Northumberland, who, as 


I his predeceſſor had done before, ſoon after loſt his head 


** for treaſon, and then coming again to the crown 
> 49, 5 Mary reſtored it again to its former owners, 
„ new founding the monaſtery, and giving it to Kathe- 
« rine the Abbeſs thereof, in the fourth and fifth years 


of her reign. Queen Elizabeth being advanced to 


che throne, the monaſtery was again diſſolved, but 
* moſt. if not all the Nuns, adbering to their profeſſion, 
72 15 « tranſported themſelves, IK what little they could 


aland e renee? | 


* Mechlin in Brabant; and thente to > Roan i in Norman- 
1 dy, where having ng ſupport, they at laſt paſt over to ” 
«Liſbon i in Portugal, which place, being then ſubjeR 
to Phitip I. U. Kiog of Spain, he in compaſſion. to thoſe 
4 diſtreſſed. ladies, ſettled on them a penſion of fe 
erowns a day, with an allowance of wheat, Afterwards . 
54 ſeveral charitable perſons contributed to. 'their, ſup- 
“port, and a; Portugueſe Lady becoming à Nun a- 
0 ene unn ſhe : 
i vas heireſs to.“ 90¹ L abc i 120 o 7 f55; » 
e hal iy add, that when theſe ER — 
were turned out of Sion houſe; by the arbitrary com- 
mands of Queen Elizabeth, they tock away with them 
the keys of the ſame and the Iron Croſs from the top of 
the church, by way of keeping up their elaim to this 
their aneĩent poſſeſſion. | Theſe they conveyed: with them 
in all their changes of habitation, une retain at * 
preſent houſe of Sion in Liſpon. ih ane 1 
he following paſſage from another learned as. 
Antiquary are too appaſite to the concluſion. of this 
ſhort Supplement to our National Monaſticon for me d 
omit. There are ſome, ſays Camden, I hear, who . . 
<< take it amiſs chat 1 have wentioned moneſteries end 
their founders: I am ſorty to hear itz but (not to give - 
them any juſt offence) let them be angry, if they will. 


Perhaps they would have it be forgotten that our an- | ' 


**:ceſtors werez and that we are-chtiſtians) fine. there. - 
** never were: more certain indications-and” glorious mo- 
** naments of chriſtian piaty and devotion than theſe 
© were:"* Britannia Prefare;=-Ir is plain that our famous c | 

2 here has in view the many clear and fo 
3 * eible 


writings of the ancient kin in fuck worn 
| porerty, chafliry and'obedience; 36 affording the beſt ſe- 


duty againſt many dengetous cewptitions, and the 


_7 means for attaining the tiue goſpel ſpirit, He 
even doubts, we obſerve; whether an <nmity'to' the 'ms- 
nieaſtie ſtate be confiſtent with the profeffion of a ehriſtian. 


In fact hat grounds there were fort ſuch a doubt we 


plainly {oe in the hiſtomes of a Henry VIII. of a Crom - 
well, ef a Dr. London and other principatiinftraments in 
the deſtruction of our Religious Houſes in the fixteenth 
contury, and we ſee the ſame till more gvidently in the 
Characters of thoſe, who have eee ebenen 
| Ciow tneaſure-upenabe continent at the quaſar dg. 
| .- Notwithitanding this we find even Catholics, in this 
0 2g of eee ug irreligion, who call in que- 
tion the utility of this ſequeſtered life, and who view the 
horrible perſecution, that has füllen upon its vothries, 
with the utmoſt indifference. It is to be preſumed: chat 
theſe perſons admit that the ſalvation of our ſouls is the 
 ohicfbuſinefawhich we have upon our hands in thiymor- 
cal life, and the very end of ohr ereation - This princi- 
ple being acknowledged, we may be permitted to addreſs 


len ia the following manner. If you, dear ehriſtians, 


de ſo wägilant and ſo ſtrong in faith that you find you 
san live in the midſt of a wicked: world without partak- 
Ang oß its in ſeſtion, do not at leaſt find fault with thoſe, 
hd, gon ſeieus of their weakneſs; hrep at 2 diſtanbe 

—__ {ram the fame; and ent off as many occafions of gempta- 

tion as is in their power. If iyouetperictice it tothe ſo 
en uk, smidſt ibe choaking thorns of .aiſctulardife, 
e 6 OO | 


hos 4th - k 2. _ 4; * we > I 
1 * 
N 


lea —— > " 
Ai aud rdf the various branches and roots of 


our congenia pride and ſelf. love, in a Word to be perferr = 


even as our heavenly Father ir perfea, do not, at leaſt, 


blame thoſe who feel it neceſſary to abandon all other 
concerns, in order to attend to this ove thing neceſſary. a 


But to ſpeak more ſerioafly, examine; by the light of 


faith and rea ſon, in what' manner you have ſpent the 
moſt 'meritorious' of your 'days, and weigh che ſome 
Againft the ordinary practices of piety and ſelf-denial-of 


one of theſe deſpiſed + recluſes  ' after this, if your con- 


ſelences will permit you, Fay that their inſtitute is unpro- 


fitable, or, with the deluded reprobate whom we read of 
iu the book of Wiſdom, ſg their lives folly, and their 


end without honour. 6 3 


But, after all, it will be alledged, theſe eſtabliſhments 


are now, in a great meaſure diſſolved and their members 
thrown back, like caſtaways, upon ſociety, —Let us not 
pretend to fathom the incomprehenſible judgments and. the 
unſcarebable ways of the Almighty. Perhaps he has per- 
mitted theſe reluBtant vidims'to/ be torn from their be- 
loved retreats in order to confute thoſe general ealum- 
nies of a wicked worin concerning their , alledged con- 
ſtraint and miſery; or he may have ſent them, to 


ſhine forth, as models of the true gofpel ſpirit, ſs = Te f 


in which the ſame is*almoſt extin@, except amongſt ſuch. 
recluſes, for the converſion of ſome fouls and the con- 


fuſion of others. At all events, we may ſay, with the 
_ utmoſt certainty, that the eſtabliſhments, of which we 
have been ſpeaking, have, during the courſe of two cen - 
turies, given proof of the force of divine grace, which | 
has enabled ſo many perſons, illuſtrious for their birth 
and- fortunes, 10 account theſe advantaget as dung, N 


that they might more ſecurely gain Chriſt in, aJife of po- 
verty and obſcurity; and that, abey.bave ſetyed a as ſchools 
of chriſtian virtue, in which thouſands, have atiained to 
ie {cience of zhe ſaints and the very ſummit of perſec- 
N 108. Their merits are at preſent, in a. great meaſure, 
concealed, as they wiſhed them to hen ber ve mall all 
one day. behold them, together with the manner in which 
.Chrift has fulfilled his magnificent promiſe made. in their 
behalf: | Every one that Gall brave houſe, or brethren, er 
Alert, or father, ar mather, , or wife, or. children, or. lands, 
for my name, 5 recerve @ hundred fold, end ala th eternal 
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HERE ste in a Ua of Chim three dur n- i 
ſhoprics, founded by the Kings of Portugal, at fe- 
kin, at Nankin and Macao. There are beſides three 
bother Biſhops in parribut who act as Vicars Apoſtolic, a 
'Spaniſh Biſhop in the province of Tokien, an Italian in 
| thatof Chenſi, and à French Biſhop in the provinee f 
Sutchien, Fach of theſe Biſhops has ſeveral provinces 
under his juriſdition, The miſſionaries in the eĩty f 
Pekin, being conſidered: as making a part of the Emipe- 
 ror's houſehold; are admitied by his orders. They have 
four public chapels; two belong to tbe French, ons 40 
the Portugueſe, and the other to the miſfonaries of the 
Propaganda, who are Italians, Germans, &c. | Great pre- 
cautions are neceſſary. in entering the provinces unknown 
to the Pagans,” In the ycar 2785, a violent perſecution 
depri ved the Church of China of moſt of its miniſteps, 1 
- Two "biſhops and about twelve Rutopenn and Chintle 
prieſts periſhed in the priſons. All thoſe who ſurvived 
_ the fatigue and ſufferings, were releaſed by an Imperial 
mandate; the Europeans were ſent to Canton, and the 
Cbineſe baniſhed: to the colony of Yiy diſtant about 2 
thouſand leagues from Pekin: The prieſts were thus fe... 
verely treated, becauſe they were ſuſpected of fomenting 
a revolt. of the Mahometans in the Weſtern provinces. 
n an ee ned en innocence, and: a 
| ſpirit 
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ſpirit of iy dictated the final — Many of the 
| European prieſts; who had been ſent to Canton, return- 
eld to their reſpective miſſions,- Since che year 1785, the 
Church has en joy ed a conſiderable degree of tranquillity, 
the Chriſtian religion is praRtiſed with publicity, and 
without danger, and the miſſionaries perform their func- 
tions in peace. However ſome local diſturbances are 
ſometimes from the ignorance or the avarice of ' the Pa- 
gans and their Mandarins. Ignorant of the nature of 
the, Chriſtian religion, they hope to extort money by 
pPerxſecution. But as they are taught to ſuffer tormenis 
and death itſelf, rather than owe their fafety to bribery 
And corruption, thoſe partial perſecutions ceaſe without 
8 any fatal conſequence, and generally end in the con- 
ſuſton of their enemies and the glory of their religion. 
* /-ho Mindarins, wha ace ac al acquainted with the doc- 
bttiine or the practice of the Chriſtian religion, are ſel- 
dd om troubleſome; either becauſe they eſteom it, or be- 
perſecuting its profeſſors. Experience has made them 
ſſeaſible, that the Matidarins have ſuſſered loſs of honour 
and of profit hy a forward neſs to eneourage inſormers. 
Mn St. Martin Biſhop, of Caradre, Vicar Apoſtolie of 
Batchie was charged by two infamous wretches with re- 
turning from Pekin, and being in & eertain diſtrict, which 
Vas true, but the Mandarin would not receive their evi- 
__+derice. \ The Chriſtian religion, ſays he, teaches ĩis fol- 
+ lowers not to moleſt their neighbours; I will not be con- 
cerned. in this affair. Im the month of April 2794, 4 
| «+ Pagam-accuſed: his fiſter-in-lawsand his nephew, two 
_ Chriſtians; of proſeſſing a; corrupted, religion. What! 
| ee is chere a' corrupted religion in this 
Be Rx © "+ 8 : pore 


Paget dun of Religitein China. 1 23: a 


per the country? No, ſays a magiſtrate. W . 
Chriſtian religion has long been eſtabliſhed here, and no 
court of judicggpre, either here or in town, has declared 
it to be corrupted. That old man, added he; is of that 
perſuaſion. The old man, falling on his knees, addreſſed 
himſelf to the Mandarin, declared himſelf à Chriſtian, 
and was proceeding to give ſome account of his faith, 
When he was interrupted by the Judge; riſe, ſays he, bu 
are not vp3n your'trial ; your religion is a good one; 
you and your 'accuſers malt follow me to town, and there 1 
wilf give my decided opinion. This was equivalent to'tel 
ling them that he would have nothing to $1 in this affair.” 
The Neophites went home; the profecatot" followed the! 
Mandarin to town, lodged a freſh information, and was 
again nonſuited. Tf, fays the Mandarin, the Cfriftians 
have committed any crime, charge chem boldly Wich 


it; but if thelr'religion be their only offence; ſeek not te 


moleſt them. The Chriſtian" reFgion is not à bad one. 
As the informer fil” iffited, * that "the accuſation was 
well founded though it regarded only their religion, che 
Mandarin reprimanded him with warmth, & faid he would” 
order him to be buffeted. As the Chriltians' are gulli 
of no crime, and thou obſtinately perifteft 1 in hringih ; 
mem 18 a trial, T vill” fee what effect a few ſtripes "71 
have on thee. Here the affair  refted; Such. was the 
conduct of cle Mandafin for many years, while Govetz 
nor of TAO pa, 4 tity'of the third rate. Rafſed to the 
gbrernment wo ity" af che ſecond" rate, he was ſhe- 
ba Mei from the moment he enter. 
eck into office, conceived the project of the total abolition _ 
of the Chriftian religion through the whole extent of his 
jurifdiftion. About the e of May be publiſhed 3 


9 violent 


oy 


violent edi& againſt the Chritiat, "The: es 
| ſhewing great backwardneſs in the execution/ of his or- 
ders, be threatened them with -exemplagy puniſhment. 
Their fears prevailed, , and ſome Chriſtians were taken 


lato cuſtody. The Governor, alarmed at the nnn 


produced in the publie mind by theſe unpopular. mea- 
ſures, was deſirous to huſh. up the matter if re 
done with honour; but this was become very difficult, 
on account of the. eclat with which he had proceeded. 
Luckily he was called to the metropolis, and he appaiat 
ed an inferior Mandarin to give judgment in the caſe. 
| On the firſt of July two Chriſtians were brought before. 
him. He addreſſed them with a;glacid. countenance, and 
_ repreſented, that it was true, that the Chriſtians had la 
former times been ſeverely prohibited in bias; he then. 
_ aked if the Chriſtians committed. any crimes, and with- 
cut waiting for an anſwer, he added; IL a thoroughly 
| convinced that the Chriſtians are good ſubjes;; Le. fou 
tate, the chief magiſtrate of the; city was deſirous to 
examine you himſelf, but as I repreſented. that nothing 
was to be ſeared from the Chriſtians; | be, declined, it. 
The priſon rs were diſmiſſed, Such was the fate of the 
| Governor's violent edi. Our miſſion of Sutchien has 
ſuffered a ſevere. calamity, this year 1794, ſays che Bi- 
chop of Caradre. We have loſt two of our brethren, 
Mir. de la Villegonan about a year after his entering on the 
ion, and Mr. Thomas Nigps, a.Chineſe. prieſt, who. 

bas ſpent above 30 years id the vineyard-of the Lord. 
The, rebels.in hatred of our religion, burat the houſes of 
thirty-three. Chriſtian families.in-T/ong-king-tcheon” which 
made part of his flock. Mr. Benedict Vong, a Chineſe 
 pricfty eee ee Ae my elf 1 
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been in ſome danger. Some diſagreeahle Sede 5 
have occurrẽd in a city Pep hien, not far from the ca- | 
_. Pizals Some Chriſtians were hurried before the Manga- | 
rin, Who endea voured by ſtripes and baſtinado ro-frighten- 7 
them into apoſtacy. He ordered 162 more tg be appre. 
hended. It is not yet known hom this, per ſccution will. 
ens no e eee eee ee een 
belkin {ill, increaſes, writes the ſame Biſhop, but, 5 
our mĩſſionaries die or. are cut off. Mr. Dufreſſe, ho i Is) 
employed in the Eaſtera part of this province, with, Me., 
Treschapt, and a Chineſe, prick, has, above three Haus, 
_ ſand confeſſions to hear, and many of the penitents lie 
extremely wide, ſome. at the diſtance of à japrney, of, 
twenty days; others again two, three, four days,” 2. 
may give ſome idea of the, fatigue; eſpecially, as tbeſe 
gentlemen are of a delicate. conſtitution, . Chee ap dg 
cal aloud for aſſiſtance. I have again heen redugeeLto.the;; . 
neceſſityof ordaining two Chineſe ptieſts (he had prgained. . 
eo in the preceding yeat) who give great hope? One, 
; is twenty»cight. years old, the other thirty-ſix... zam; 
ſorry to be obliged to give holy orders to men thus ad- 
vaneed in years. Nut hut can be done? Happy ſhould 1. 
be if the misfortunes of our country afforded us a fu . 
of miſſionaries. It is not poſſible to Hold out long i if we | 
are to depend on the natives. 
Letten from Pekin, dated April 1794. adviſe, that 
religion continues to enjoy peace and to gain ground in 
that capital. Mr. Raux Superior of the French congre- 
gation writes, that in the courſe of this: peat» three hun- 
dted adults have been baptized and five- hundred other 
Nene to their number. 8 „ 
7 As: eget at 2 E Gand SEE £5 the 5 
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ere eme dene pa, the eden ure al 
"a te ee cn ede ee 
verſion” of the ſon of an ambaſſador of chat country, 
Aecompanying his father to Pekin he was there inſtructod 
and baptized. In its infancy it was afſailed by s eruel 
perſecution, It ended, according to letters from Pekin, 
dated April 1704, by the martyrdom” of two lettered 
Chriſtians. The King ordered them to be beheaded, bo- 
cauſe they conſtantly. tefuſed divine honours to the pie- 
totes of their anceſtors, and 10 renounce their religion. 
4 A third, condemned to petpetual exile on the fame ac- 
C evunt, died before the ſentence was entried en | 
* tien Sixty Chriſtians were fill in conſinement. 
te King having failed in his attempt of we thres 
"Y and having read in ſome ſpiritual'book, that the. | 
blood of martyts is the feed of Chriſtianity, ordered 
tem to de Ciſcharged, and ſent inſtructione to his Ge- 
- . Verhors Gymploy perfoaſion and not violence to-indgoe = 
tien to abandon their religion, The Biſhop of Pekin 
hes ſent them a prieſt, It r eee, 0 
. ee eee 
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| THE Chuiftian religion wi Aden Wess 
re chrobnteviening-of the fab , century, but they had 
then no biſhop; On the pepreſemation of Father de 
| Rhodes, u Jeſuit, the Pope fent thither in 1660 = Biſhop 

and ſome Frenth miſſionaties to form a body of Clergy 

in that country. Theſe finding an abundant harveſt 
called i in ſome. French Jeſyits and nin Dominicans. . 
| There 


Bert State of Religin'in Chita, 7 
There rentains'doly two Jefvics bellten down by bead 
infiemitiee. ' This kingdom is divided into twodikrifs 
governed by Vicar Apottetic, Ent and Weſt. The fe- 
mer is governed by «Spaniſh Biſhop is paribus, who id a 
Dimiaican, whe kavendes his jariſdiiion ſome ee hes 
: Ads i, gonenied by — Bithop FR e toon 
the ſeminary of foreign miſſions at Paris, aſliſted by ſome 
ſecular priefts from the fame ſeminaryy and ſome" Tonqui- 
noſe prieſts who ave educated in colleges aud is ſemi- 
naries in chat country. Before the war which laid waſte this 
country during the ſpace of ten or twelve years before 
the plague and the famine which raged at the fame tim, 
there were not fewer than three undted thoakind 
Chriſtians, Their number may nom Ve" reduced” 40 
two hundred thouſand, The miſfion of Tonus loft 
both its'biſhops in 1790, Mir. Longer elected Bilkes of 
Gortine, and Vicar Apoſtolic of the Weſtern" Toaquit, 
was obliged to go to Macao to be conſecrated, He a 
vive there in the month of September 1793. Ol his- 
return in March 1153 he Conſectated a Spaniſh Dpa. 
nican dected Biſhop of Fefeytem aud Vicar Apoſtatic 
of the Eaftern Tonquin, in 2 church which eontined / 
the remains of two venerable martyrs of the ſame older, 


one 2 Spaniard, the other a Tonquineſe, who were B. 
headed about 1973. In the month of April 'la'eades | 


red all the orders, prieſthood incuded,/-6/ ren ABS 


who had long been preparing for it. The yotingeſt was 
_- thirty-five years old, and oldeft foity-fve: Few men are 
ordained till they are forty. Two other Tonquineſe 
were malle prieffs the fame year; | Yiie 1eftky orden were 
. 95 
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ting en vis Cit: | 
[chitin chere joined by Mr. Labarette à French mif. 

ſionary, elected ten years before Biſlop ef Veren, coad- 
jator to the Apoſtolic Vicar of Cochinchina. Not he- 
ing able to find a Biſhep ſooner he was mow conſecrated 


the ziſt of September 1793. Theſe two Biſhops had la- 


boured together in the vineyard- of the higber Cochin- 
china for more than 15 years. There are at preſent in 


_ the Weſtern diſtrict of Tonquin two Freneh Biſhops, 
Eight miſfonaries- of the ſame nation, and about forty 
more of che country, one third part of whom are no 
longer able to work. Above a hundred "thouſand chriſ- 
tians, widely; ſcattered, an inſindte number of. infidels 
Siſpoſed to hear the word of God, offer aharveſt which 
Bw eee e One beam | 

| bi rely ſuffice; +: WOT. 7 S art * 
W This country has akkingaits maſters within theſe few 
| years, and has experienced all the calamities of a civil 


war. Tha reigning family are too much employed in 
PibROwarks and in wars, to offer any ſerious obſtaele to 


f the goſpel. They do not perſecute re- 


e ee Mid, and nnd their rbb 


to the throne, eaſily evade contributions to ſuperſtitious 
uſes, which were formerly exacted with extreme rigor, 
andthe miſſionaries enjoy the benefit of toleration. In 

As eight hundred and ffty- ihre adults and' fix thou- | 
- and 6x hundred and ſourtoen children were e Hon 
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S* 1 Tonquin, 


| Prob San af Relig c. ny. A 7 
| Tonquis; and about the ſame time A French. Biſhop = 
and mifſionaties from the ſeminary of the foreign miſ- 
ſion at Paris undertodk; in the year 1663, to form a 
national Clergy. Every where they found the moſt hap= 
py diſpoſitions to receive the light of the goſpel. The 
Chriſtians of that country have evinced the moſt un- 
daunted courage and firmneſs doring the numerous ana 
violent perſecutions which have ariſen, and in which ma. 
ny have ſealed their faith with their blood. Cochin- 
china has been in a ſtate of revolution ever ſinoe 1773. 2 
Three brothers who were the colleftors of ihe public.  - 
revenue, and addicted to gaming, after defeating the 1 5 
enemies of their King, turned their arms againſt him. 
In 1784 his Majeſty was obliged to quit his realms and 
retire to Siam. On this occaſion- he formed A reſolution 
to ſend his only ſon, ſtill a child, with Mr. Pigneanx 
I A Adren, to implore the aſſiſtanee of the King f 
France. During the abſence of his ſon, he took adyan— 
tans a miſunderſtanding which had taken place be- 
tween the three uſurpers, to entemrito one of the pW. 
vinces of his kingdom. He hie fdbe bbtained impar- | 9 
tant advantages, and ſubdued. a grent part of his coun- * 
try ; the three brothers are dead ing ſons of a tender , 4 
age behind them. His Majeſty is now in eee 
ſituation. Civil war affords few opportunities to arp 
the goſpel, or to exerciſe the functions of the holy mi- 
niſtry. However the miſſionaries have met with: conſi- 55 1 
derable ſucceſs; they have the comfort to baptiſe every 
_ year ſeveral converts.” The King conſiders the Biſhop 1 
of Adren.as his deliverer and his father. The Prince, 
heir-apparent to the Crown, has been under his/tuition -.. © 
eros a e afeQtion r him. 
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 Arledgtihe aro. fon (be thin e 
jealouſy of the Pagan Mandarins, he made little progreſs 
under bis new maſters. 'TheKingfſaw this with extrem 
concern, and prevailed upon the Biſhop to take lim once 
mote under his care, inſiſting that his Royal Highneſs 
ſhould ſhew the ſame reſpect for his Lo 

Majeſty. The young prince never quits | 
underſtands our religion, and havexpreiied. a deſire to be 
| baptiſed. The ſervices which the Biſhop never ceaſts-to 
xender to him and to the kingdom; the zeal of the'Chrif+ 
tians for his intereſt muſt be attended wade danced -- 
effeQs. The King bas cbnvinged him, by ſerious en- 
_ quiry,, of the vanity of the ſuperſtitions. of Paganiſm, 
and of the truth of the goſpel. If he has not courage 


to embrace it, at leaſt he admices and protects it. His > 


Protek sion enables the miſſionaries to preach: without in- 


retraption. - Prejudices wear away inſenfvibly. IH God 


grants peace to this kingdom, there is every reaſon. to 
_ hint that religion will flouriſh init. There are nom tu 
| Biſhops and eight French nn. * N- 
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